Flxibility

DEFINITION: “The flexible “Humans are flexible creatures. We moved at will, we manipulate objects and we act in a large number of environments™1. This is the way that Robert Kro-
house is the one that is de- nenburg starts at his book his justification about why the architecture is evolving towards flexibility. The flexible architecture is designed to respond to the use, operation or changing loca-
: tion. But it is not a new phenomenon; it is a building system that has evolved over time, while humans have been developing their creative abilities.
signed to respond to ap- An example of architectural flexibility of another era is the one that Frank Lloyd Wright applies at his times. Around the year 1910, he got a flexible open plan that has never before been
plications, operations or achieved. At that time, it was almost unknown the flexible plan, in the same way that almost no one had worked with the interior and exterior modeled flexibility.
changing locations”2 This flexibility achieved by Wright was influenced by his discovery and interest in Japanese architecture. It was surely one of the best contributions he made throughout his life, and then,
' other architects would evolve on the subject.
It transforms The flexibility has been developing at the same time that the society, humans, needes and technology has been changing.
It is mobile It fits  Nowadays we can say that a huge improvement adapted to the present has been realized. There are solutions for a lot of situations thanks to the flexibility. We know that any house we
It interacts with users build will suffer many changes throughout its life, technical and functional and even morphology, it is why flexible, transformable and extensible architecture is now much more useful
than any building with an accurate typology and functionally stiff and unchanging. Therefore it is more important that the architecture could be flexible and could adapt to changes, than
It responds to diferent uses its exact functional design and sizing.
It is multifunctional Nowadays there is a wide variety of homes designed with different levels of flexibility. They try to solve different unknowns (personal of each project), obtaining it in some cases better

results than in others.
* Doors that open and folding house:

o Space's flexibility by moving doors: Adam Kalkin’s houses are clear examples of flexibility. The collectors’ one is a big container that with the opening of his huge doors it transforms and ob-
Ant House has multifunctional spaces where 6 mobile tains a space with different caracteristics. It is a mobile house so you can place it anywhere. He designed also a house where at the touch of a button, the
doors at 3 places open and close (so the both spaces are container is transformed into a house of five rooms, and It is also a mobile house.

dug out) connecting and filling in 64 ways. The Oveé Glas House (24H) has an integrated body that slides outdoors like a drawer.

Another project that fits opening his doors is the Garden Pavilion (Eightyseven Architects) of Eightyseven. As the pavilion fits to the season, it is multifunc-
tional (in winter is it is a shed and in summer it is @ open lounge) and it has got a strategic gateway that solves both functionalities._
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Ant 12 Container House, 2003; Adam Kalkin
» Wall’s movement:

Steven Holl designs a project called Fukuoka with mobile walls that encourages interaction with users trans-
forming the composition of the interiors and get different types of spaces. L L
The Nine Square Grid House (Shigeru Ban) is another example where the mobile walls transform spaces or * Accessibility by flexibility:

open it. The fixed composition is the systems of two walls and a Universal Floor. A large square floor space, The customer, Jean Francois Lemoine, was left
can be partitioned by full-height sliding doors into nine square areas. These sliding doors allow a variety of a ~ paralyzed following a road accident but he did
multifunctional spatial arrangements, that fits to accommodate seasonal or functional needs. not want the building to be a home for a disabled

person. Rather, it had to be a multifuncional and

Ps surprising universe, a creative scenario in which he
A ' would spend most of his days. So Rem Koolhaas
AV ) designed a house where the various different levels
't 2 UM are passed through by a platform that is moved ver-

:

tically. These mobile platforms used to move com- — (i i | &7
fortablly the owner from one space to another. > IR
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Nine Square Gris House,
Kanagawa, Japan, 1997:

Fukuoka Houses, Fukuoka, Japan, 1989-1991: Steven Holl . Shigeru Ban Architects Lemoine House, Floirac, France, 1998: Rem Koolhaas
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