
LEARNING ACTIVITY:  REFLECTIONS ON HOUSING | TASK: IDENTIFYING CRITICAL CONCEPTS
STUDENT: SHEILA_FERNIZA | SCHOOL: ARQUITECTURA LA SALLE TEMPORARY HOUSING

The word temporary is derived from the
Latin word “temporarius” which means
“of seasonal character, lasting a short
time.”
Flexibility is described by the Princeton
University WordNet database as the “not
permanent, not lasting,; lacking
continuity or regularity”
The Webster Dictionary describes it as
“intended to last, continue or serve for a
limited time.”
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Temporary housing is the one that is design and
built to be for a short period of time. It is non-
permanent, not lasting, without continuity,
irregular.
“Non-permanent architectures, linked to a short
and delimitated period of time after which they
disappear, are proposed as a real operative
alternative that brings together the intentions
and the critic, and sometimes metaphoric, sense
of the activities related to permanent mobility
and spatial relocation.”1
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BANISHMENT
AND ANOMALY
Temporary housing is not related with the site,
it doesn’t obey the site’s laws, instead, this
architecture appropriates and manipulates it.
The object becomes a stranger.

TEMPORARY SEGMENTS
Instead of being a line made of successive and
homogeneous segments, the time that this
architecture proposes is like a skein made of
different threads interlaced, which allows the
action’s reversibility.

PRECARIETY
Because of its fugacity, temporary housing could
accept its inconsistency as a new value.

DISCONTINUITY
Would propose a change in the relation with the
landscape, a less aggressive one. They would
insert in the site without appropriating,
exhausting, nor consuming it, renouncing to
possessing it.

WITHOUT TRACES
It is an architecture that establishes a temporary
limited relationship with the landscape, it’s an
event, a proposition that doesn’t remain and
neither modifies the place where is settled.
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Since the nomad groups of the Paleolithic to
the refuges for people affected by natural
disasters, there are many types of
temporary housing, that have been
diversifying because of the evolution of
man’s way of living. Factors like mobility,
economy, and changes in the before
considered typical family propitiates
temporary housing.

At the beginning of times, temporary housing was related to the conditions of the site where the nomad tribes stayed; later, when societies started to settle in a
certain land, temporary housing was related with natural disasters, it became a refuge for people affected by this situations. Later, in some countries, with the
high costs of housing, people without possibilities of acquiring a house occupied empty space and build their dwellings with the materials they could get.
Now a days, temporary housing takes a new definition, it still responds to all the uses listed above, but also it does to the mobility that society is experiencing. In
some cases, temporary housing becomes the only type of housing, because of people’s constant need of change.
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