' Main trend of scientific and tech-
nical progress in construction.
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Investigation and integration of those technol-
ogies, materials and products habitually used in

other sectors in increasin development.
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Replaces manual labor for machines
Accelerates the pace of construction
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Reduces costs

Improves quality . Development and improvement of construction work

' on the basis of mechanization and automation.
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Nagakin Capsule Tower

Kurokawa Kisho
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The tower is a prime example of Kisho's Metabolism g 4 H H
architecture movement that focused on adaptable, e R B u I I d I n g S & St r u Ct u res
growing, and interchangeable building designs. The Memausus social housing project has become so mad e Of

well know that it is difficult to put its radical qualities into
The capsules were manufactured in a factory in Shiga proper perspective.
Prefecture and transported to Tokyo by truck. They
were then attached to the tower's central beam. The use of industrial materials (concertina garage doors for bal-
conies, metalwork decking, aluminum open stairs) is indeed
radical, but does not derive from any intention to shock or to be

radical for its own sake.

The capsules were designed to be removable and

replaceable from the central beam. Even the seem-
ingly small space inside the capsules can be modified
(it can be increased by connecting capsules to other
capsules).

Almost all the construction progress, except the main structure,
was based on the assembly of prefabricated elements.
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