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This Report is based on the presentation „Getting Started. Issues Relating to the Introduction of the
OIKODOMOS Virtual Campus to Existing Modular Course Programmes“, held at the OIKODOMOS
International Conference in Brussels, 27-28 October 2011 at W&K Sint-Lucas School of Architecture. We
have added further information covering our current activities within the Virtual Campus environment.
Images and diagrams are extracts of the conference presentation.

Abstract of the Conference Presentation
Presentation Title:
Getting Started. Issues Relating to the Introduction of the OIKODOMOS Virtual Campus to Existing
Modular Course Programmes.

This conference presentation aims to discuss options of how to incorporate the virtual campus into
existing course structures. Coursework carried out with students at Brandenburg University of Technology
during summer semester 2011 will serve as the base for this discussion.

Brandenburg University of Technology, BTU, obtained associate status in 2011. Introduced to the learning
platform by means of online information as well as conversations with the authors of the platform, the
process required both, teaching staff as well as students to become familiarised with the concepts and
features of the platform. At the outset, the following questions had to be clarified: At which level to
engage with the virtual campus? Which options for the adoption of new learning activities/tasks are set
out in existing module descriptions? (This applies to both, structure of the module as well as it’s content).
Which common goals respective learning outcomes can be identified? How to incorportate the learning
platform into existing (and tested) modes of joint teaching? How to make effective use of the different
learning features and research modes? How to visualise online data in an analoge format for studio
discussions and presentations? How to engage students in critical discourse using the platform? How to
obtain feed-back from both, students as well as authors /experts of the system and how to evaluate the
outcomes?

Addressing the above questions, the presentation will conclude with an appraisal of the process and a
series of propositions and further observations.
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BTU course and teaching requirements:
This report aims at discussing our approach of how to engage with the OIKODOMOS Virtual Campus within
the existing system of modularised courses at BTU. Coursework carried out with students at BTU during
summer semester 2011 serves as the base for this report.

At BTU the requirements for each module are layed out in the „Course Regulations“ (Prüfungsordnung).
While the existance of modules as such cannot be changed without changing the Course Regulations, the
content description of each Module can be modified by the Module administrator. Learning Activities,
Seminars, Lectures and Design Projects are assigned to the respective module for the length of a semester.
Modularisation has produced a series of „combined“ Modules at BTU. In these modules teaching activities
involve the input of more than one chair. This has opened up new possibilities, but at the same time
administration requirements of the activities have increased and the options to adapt to new situations,
such as the integration of OIKODOMOS Virtual Campus, are limited. The BA1 module, which we have
chosen for our OIKODOMOS collaboration, is such a combined module.

The Chair of Design and Building Science has a strong interest in didactics of teaching architectural design
and in learning methods. The teaching staff at the chair as published „Teaching Design in Bachelor
Architecture Courses. The Cottbus Experiment“1 in spring 2011. This publication is a response to the
changes the Bologna Reform has brought to the architecture programmes at BTU and in Germany.

Identification of a suitable module for interaction:
During the course of one academic year the Chair for Design and Building Science is teaching architecture
and urban planning students, on Bachelor as well as on Master levels. The chair is running Studios on BA1,
BA2 and BA3 levels, and a Design Studio on Master level. The Chair is lecturing architecture students in
Building Science on BA2 and BA3 levels, and urbanism students on BA2 level. In addition, there is a theory
based seminar on Master level, and, until recently, a seminar for World Heritage Studies. The Chair
comprises of four full-time teaching staff, including the Head of Chair, Prof. J. Kühn. The teaching
programme of the chair varies considerably between summer and winter semesters.

During summer semester 2011 the chair had four architectural design modules as part of the regular
teaching programme, and a module which combines a lecture format with group excercises resulting in a
series of case studies. At this stage we identified the following questions:
– On which level to engage with the OIKODOMOS Virtual Campus (BA or MA) and as part of which

module?
– How to assess the suitability of existing modules to blend into the Virtual Campus? (Design Studio,

Seminar, Lecture/Exercise?)
– How to become familiar with the learning platform?
– Shall we Integrate or replace existing learning activities? To which extent do we have to re-define

learning outcomes?
– How to administer the process?

                                                            
1 Knoll, Praeger, Zillich, Kling Tümmers, Entwurflehre im Bachelor Architektur. Das Kottbus Experiment,
Berlin 2011
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Following a consultation period with Dr Leandro Madrazo the choice for our initial interaction with the
Virtual Campus fell on the module which combines a lecture format with group excercises. The outcome
would be case studies delivered to the OIKODOMOS Case Repository.

Module characteristics:
– Name of Module: Building Science 1 / Building Ordinance / Building Economics  (>combined

module, joint teaching)
– Combined Teaching: Input Chair A / B / C
– ECTS: 1+3 / 1 / 1
– Teaching Method: Lectures and Group Exercises
– Number of Students: 110
– Number of staff available for Building Science component (1+3 ects): 1.5
– Learning Outcome: Basic knowledge of building typologies, building components, circulation

systems etc. for students of urbanism programme
– Deliverables: Case Study to Chair‘s Compendium of  Urban Dwellings/ Mixed-Use Schemes

Module modifications to accommodate interactions:
– Oikodomos Activities were to be limited to our chair‘s module component. Chairs B and C were not

involved.
– Existing teaching concepts and learning activities were amended and extended rather than

replaced: Upload to Case Repository as additional Deliverable.
– Adjustment of workload to conform to ECTS requirements.
– A „learning-by-doing“ approach was to be assisted by feed-backs from the system administrators

and the online tutorials.

Introduction to OIKODOMOS: Staff and students
In order be be familiarised with the different aspects of the platform we made use of the available online
tutorials and instructions. This initial information proved to be very helpful when pointing to more specific
issues while in direct contact with the platform administrators. The tutorials were also made available to
the students.
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Extract of tutorial document downloaded from the OIKODOMOS website during the preparations of the teaching activity.

In addition we introduced the students to the platform by means of an additional element in our
introduction lecture. This included image stills of the key components of the Case Repository.

Modification of Exercise Outline and Course Administration
The next step required the modification of the exercise outline (description of learning activity) to
accommodate the OIKODOMOS components.

The exercise outline with new elements relating the to the OIKODOMOS platform highlighted. There are three additional pages covering the tasks provided by
Chairs B and C (not shown).

Task 1 of the excercise encouraged students to get engaged with the platform and it’s features:
“This task will provide you with the opportunity to become familiar with the interface of the „OIKODOMOS
case-repository“ and the way it operates. There are many features available, and you are encouraged to
test some or all of them.
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Other students have already uploaded more than 300 case studies to the repository. The repository is
conceived as active working environment and learning zone, not just as database. You can engage with the
content or you can engage into a dialogue with the authors of the case studies and provide them with
“peer-to-peer” feedback. The authors of the case studies will then have the opportunity to respond to your
comments and critiques, and develop their case study further... your own case study will be evaluated by
other participating students in the same way later on, so that you can, in return, build upon external feed-
back as well.  This “ping-pong” process is called “cross-crit” which will help you to reflect more critically
upon your own work.”2

This first task reflects to a certain extent our own expectations, in particular in terms of the learning
process.

The exercise outline included the schedule for the course, providing dates for consultations, presentations
and dates for preliminary and final uploads to the BTU eLearning/eAdmin platform myBTU and the
OIKODOMOS Case Repository. In addition to the course management and communication features
provided by myBTU the course was administered using semester schedules and consultation lists.

The e-Learning platform myBTU used to support the learning activities of the module and a list used to organise consultations.

Exemplary Student Projects  (Compendium Submission and Case Study for Repository)
The final submission consisted of six A3 size pages, of which three related to the tasks defined by Chairs B
and C. The A3 prints included screen shots of the project „Card“ (a feature of the Repository), the research
bibliography, the defined keywords and tags, the description of levels and dimensions as entered on the
OIKODOMOS Case Repository. Hence the online information was available on the print-outs during the
presentations in the studio.

                                                            
2 Extracted from the exercise outline, issued at the beginning of the course in april 2011
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Exemplary Student Project (Full Compendium Submission) comprising of six A3 pages for documentation, analysis and interpretation.

Detail of page 3 of this case study, showing the integration of the OIKODOMOS case repository uploads to the layout.
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Exemplary Student Project: Details .

Exemplary Student Project: Compendium Submission page 1 (documentation) and page 2 (analysis). All drawings including plans, sections and elevations are
student’s drawings based on published project details and conform to the standard layout of the compendium.
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Student Course Evaluation
Having the course evaluated by students towards the end of the semester is not obligatory at BTU, but the
chair considers this a valuable instrument to receive feed back on a course.
One student per working group completed a questionnaire for this purpose, which resulted in 30
questionnaires being returned to the evaluations office.
The overall feed back was very good. The feedback on workload, content, structure, administration was in
line with previous years.

Conclusions

The following conclusions reflect the experiences which were made withing the specific teaching and
learning environment at BTU. Having outlined these sepcifics as part of this report, we believe that our
findings may be applied to other courses and teaching environments.

– Existing modules can be modified to blend into the OIKODOMOS Virtual Campus, even if they are
based on joint teaching (multiple Chairs) and large numbers.

– Students considered the OIKODOMOS component as positive challenge, which led to the
enhancement of their work.

– The presentation of digital content as part of an analogue presentation setting worked well.

– The simultaneous use of eLearning/ eAdmin platforms may be leading to increased administration
requirements.

– The Lecture/Exercise format sets limits to both, direct interaction between students and teacher as
well as students/teacher and OIKODOMOS.

– The process was difficult to be embedded into external feed-back loops (evaluations, commenting),
as it was not part of an OIKODOMOS Workspace interaction, and it was submitted as „final
product“ towards the end of the semester rather than a „work in progress.“

– However it was helpful for us to have our interactions confined to only one element of the Virtual
Campus. Interactions within a workspace while working for the Case Repository would have been,
with the experience we have now, probably too deemanding for a start.

– The Module requirements and the joint teaching mode with chair B and C, in combination with the
Virtual Campus produced dual use of German and English language which could be considered an
issue if consistency and uniformity is of importance.

– The „learning by doing“ approach proved to be feasible for both, teaching staff and students. We
consider this to be important as it allows participation in the Virtual Campus without having a
lengthy set-up time.
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– The OIKODOMOS User Manual(s) provided valuable information to assist our start. It could be
extended by further recommendations on teaching methods, course integration options etc. (for
teachers).

– To administer large groups requires to deal with long lists of personal data. For this reason, the
setting-up of user accounts and making amendments should be kept as simple as possible.

Outlook:
Following our first and very positive contact with the OIKODOMOS Virtual Campus during summer
semester 2011 we have now joined the workspace „Housing Reagents“ with a design project on master
level. We have applied similar means in terms of introducing the students to the Virtual Campus. Our
previous experience has helped us to respond to the new requirements of a different mode of interaction.
It has also facilitated the shaping our new learning activities. We found it very helpful having met up with
the partners of the workspace at the beginning of this project.
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